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Background 
Following the presentation to PRESSURE of the activities of the “FanpLESStic-sea project – Initiatives to 
remove microplastics before they enter the sea”, an Interreg project co-funded project where HELCOM is 
partner (Outcome of PRESSURE 8-2018, paras 3.8-3.9 and document 3-7; Outcome of PRESSURE 10-2019, 
paras 3.3-3.5 and document 3-2), this document contains the draft output of activity 2.1 which HELCOM is 
coordinating. It is a review of existing policies and research related to microplastics. The report is divided into 
two sections. The first one (Part 1) is a review of existing policies and governance frameworks related to 
microplastics. The second part (Part 2) is a review of the existing research on microlitter, including 
microplastics. Both parts have been further divided into the following geographical levels: global, regional 
(referring to the Balti Sea region), EU and national.  

The data for the global, regional and EU levels has been acquired mainly by a literature review type exercise, 
whereas the data from the national level has been collected via survey. For this purpose, a questionnaire was 
prepared in SurveyMonkey to collect information on the current regulatory framework and research 
activities on microplastics in the frame of the FanpLESStic-sea project. The survey was circulated to the 
project partners for further distribution to relevant national contacts as well as to the HELCOM Expert 
Network (EN-Marine Litter) for their voluntary contribution. 

The report concludes with a discussion section where key observations and suggestions are provided.  

This document contains the draft review report on existing policies and research related to microplastics 
which has also been circulated with project partners for commenting (separate file 3-1-Att).  

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- comment on the draft “Review of existing policies and research related to microplastics” conducted 
as part of the project “FanpLESStic-sea project – Initiatives to remove microplastics before they enter 
the sea”; 

- discuss and agree on the accomplishment of action RL6 of the Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter: 
“Establish an overview of the importance of the different sources of primary and secondary 
microplastics. Evaluate products and processes that include both primary and secondary micro 
plastics, such as fibres from clothing, assess if they are covered or not by legislation, and act, if 
appropriate, to influence the legal framework, or identify other necessary measures” once the 
report is finalized.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%208-2018-519/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%208-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%208-2018-519/MeetingDocuments/3-7%20INTERREG%20project%20proposal%20FanpLESStic-sea%20%E2%80%93%20Initiatives%20to%20remove%20microplastics%20before%20they%20enter%20the%20sea.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2010-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/3-2%20Input%20to%20the%20FanpLESStic-sea%20project.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2011-2019-628/MeetingDocuments/3-1-Att.%20Draft%20Review%20of%20existing%20policies%20and%20research%20related%20to%20microplastics.pdf
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